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   The Newsletter for Marshall University                          February 8, 2017 
    
 
 
Sara Payne Scarbro named associate vice president for external 
engagement at MURC 
 
Sara Payne Scarbro has been named associate vice president 
for external engagement at the Marshall University Research 
Corporation (MURC), effective March 1. 
 
Scarbro currently serves as deputy state director and senior 
advisor to U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin.  
She has worked for Manchin for more than 10 years—
beginning when he was governor—in a variety of roles, 
including press secretary, campaign director, transition 
director, communications director and communications 
advisor. 
 
MURC Executive Director John Maher said Payne’s position at the research corporation is a new 
one, focused on developing and strengthening the university’s relationships with communities 
and organizations across the state, particularly in relation to business development, 
entrepreneurial advancement and research opportunities. 
 
“We are thrilled to have Sara join us,” he said. “She will certainly provide vision, focus and 
unified direction for our expanding outreach efforts. Her experience, leadership qualities and 
dedication to public service will help propel Marshall forward as a true economic engine for our 
state.” 
 
Charlotte Weber, vice president for federal programs and CEO of the university’s Robert C. 
Byrd Institute for Advanced Flexible Manufacturing, will be working closely with Scarbro in her 
new role and echoed Maher’s endorsement. 
 
“Sara brings a leadership style that is collaborative, accessible, positive and strategic,” said 
Weber. “She is passionate about Marshall University and working to improve the quality of life 
for all West Virginians. We are excited to welcome her.” 
 
Manchin said, “Sara is like family, she has been with me for 12 years now so it is hard to 
imagine my office without her. However, I know that she will continue to serve West Virginians 
while working for her alma mater and will do so with the same level of dedication and 
excitement that she has displayed every day in my office. When I chose Sara for my team over a 
decade ago, I knew that she had a deep passion for our state, great ability to build partnerships 
and a unique talent to handle tough situations—all characteristics that will serve her well in the 
future.” 
 
Scarbro said she is grateful to be returning to Marshall. 
 
“Serving on the Marshall team has been a dream of mine for many years,” she said. “Put simply, 
Marshall University prepared me professionally and personally. I am invested in Marshall’s 
future and I want to do my part to further grow and better this institution. 
 
“There are going to be important decisions made soon on what direction to take our state. I 
believe that Marshall deserves a seat at the table because this university can and should play a 
vital role in our state’s progress.” 
 
Scarbro, who lives in Charleston, graduated from Marshall in May 2003 with a double major in 
public relations and political science. She is a 1998 graduate of Winfield High School. 
 
She and her husband, Derek, are the parents of a daughter, Willa. 
 
 
 
 
 
Budget Work Group begins planning for 2017-2018 
 
Marshall’s budget work group, under the leadership of Interim Senior Vice President for Finance 
Mark Robinson, has begun considering the recommendations it will make to President Gilbert 
for fiscal year 2018. The first meeting took place Monday and will continue weekly until the 
recommendations are made March 15. 
 
Members of the group include several deans, vice presidents, chairs and representatives of 
faculty and staff, among others. 
 
“This group has broad representation across the university, and that is by design,” Robinson said. 
 
Members of the Marshall community should follow reports in future issues of We 
Are…Marshall, or on the Marshall 20/20 website. 
 
 
 
 
 
Damron named winner of John Marshall Service Award 
 
Ivory Lee Damron, who is employed as a trades 
specialist in Physical Plan, has been named the 
inaugural winner of the John Marshall Service 
Award, according to Bruce Felder, chair of the 
selection committee. 
 
Damron, a member of the classified staff for 16 
years, was nominated by Eric Wallace, who also 
works in Physical Plant. 
 
“Lee has served the university in general and the 
Athletics Department specifically with exemplary work,” Wallace said in his nomination. “He is 
currently responsible for maintaining all of the athletic infrastructure (HVAC, plumbing, 
electrical, etc.) for both ‘The Joan’ and ‘the Cam.’ When there is a game, Lee is there from early 
morning to late at night making sure things are working. I know of many occasions where he has 
had to climb to the roof of Henderson Center in frigid weather to manually adjust a heating valve 
to keep the game patrons comfortable.” 
 
“He is the best of Marshall, serving with pride and good humor, and he is truly deserving of 
recognition,” the nomination concluded. 
 
Damron was recognized at the president’s open house for the Marshall community Feb. 1. He 
received a $100 check and gift certificate/discounts to the Marshall University Bookstore and 
Sodexo.   
 
The John Marshall Service Award is the successor to the Employee of the Month award. The 
award was reconfigured in order to expand the number of employees who would be eligible and 
to allow the honoree to receive the award at a public gathering, such as the president’s open 
house, Felder said. 
 
———– 
 
Photo: Lee Damron (right) receives the John Marshall Service Award from President Gilbert 
Feb. 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
Black History Month well underway; site lists upcoming events 
 
 
The Office of University Communications has established a website at 
www.marshall.edu/blackhistorymonth to provide the latest information on the activities that will 
be taking place this month.  Be sure to check the site for the latest information on events, dates, 
times and locations. 
 
 
 
 
 
University to observe half-day off on Friday, March 24 
 
As was announced in December 2016, then-Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin excused public employees 
from an additional half-day of work on Friday, December 23, 2016.  
 
Since the University was already scheduled to be closed all day on Dec. 23, 2016, the Marshall 
holiday calendar has been adjusted to utilize the Governor’s proclamation by moving a half-day 
of the President’s Day Holiday to be observed on Friday, March 24, 2017. This date was selected 
because students are on spring break and university offices are less busy. Offices will close 4 
hours early and each staff member’s workday should be reduced by 4 hours. 
 
Any questions should be directed to the Office of Human Resource Services. 
 
 
 
 
 
Broadway’s 42nd Street comes to the Keith-Albee Feb. 18 
 
The quintessential backstage musical comedy classic, 
“42nd Street,” will be performed at the Keith-Albee 
Performing Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
18, in a sparkling production of the popular song and 
dance fable, incorporating a story on the American 
Dream. 
 
Based on a novel by Bradford Ropes and Busby 
Berkeley’s 1933 movie, “42nd Street” tells the story 
of a starry-eyed young dancer named Peggy Sawyer, 
who leaves her Allentown home and goes to New 
York to audition for the new Broadway musical Pretty 
Lady. When the leading lady breaks her ankle, Peggy 
takes over and becomes a star. 
 
With music by Harry Warren and lyrics by Al Dublin, 
the musical includes some of the greatest songs ever 
written, such as “We’re In The Money,” “Lullaby of 
Broadway,” “Shuffle Off To Buffalo,” “Dames,” “I Only Have Eyes For You,” and, of course, 
“42nd Street.” 
 
“42nd Street” was originally produced in 1980 on Broadway by David Merrick and featured 
direction and dances by Gower Champion. It played on Broadway for 3,486 performances, 
winning 1981 Tony Awards for Best Musical and Best Choreography. The Broadway revival, 
which opened in 2001, played for 1,524 performances and earned two Tony Awards including 
Best Revival of a Musical. 
 
With a book by Michael Stewart and Mark Bramble, this new production will be directed by 
Bramble and choreographed by Randy Skinner, the team who staged the Tony Award-winning 
Best Musical Revival. Bramble began his theatrical career working for legendary producer 
Merrick on many Broadway productions, and has staged productions of the show in London, 
Sydney, Tokyo, Berlin, Amsterdam, Shanghai and Vienna. Skinner has also received many other 
Tony Award nominations for his choreography of Irving Berlin’s White Christmas and Ain’t 
Broadway Grand. 
 
A dazzling show of lights, costumes and dancing, “42nd Street” sheds light on Peggy Sawyer’s 
life, and when she comes face to face with adversity from all directions, the young but talented 
performer learns about show business and discovers which relationships are most important in 
life. With highs and lows in her early career, Peggy experiences growth as both a performer and 
young woman. 
 
Tickets for “42nd Street” are $94.95/$78.90/$68.20/$61.78, with a 25% discount for two tickets 
for faculty and staff. To see this performance at the Keith-Albee, contact the Marshall Artists 
Series Box Office at 304-696-6656 or order tickets online at Ticketmaster.com. You may also 
visit the box office located in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse on the Huntington campus. Box 
office hours are Monday through Friday, noon to 5 p.m. 
 
“42nd Street” is sponsored by St. Mary’s Medical Center, HIMG, First Sentry Bank, Dinsmore, 
Neighborgall Construction, Air Systems Inc., Boggs Roofing, KEE 100, B97, WSAZ, the Herald 
Dispatch, Marshall University and the Marshall Artists Series. 
 
 
 
 
 
AAA Membership available through Marshall University 
 
Marshall has arranged to provide employees with substantially 
discounted rates for membership in AAA. Your AAA membership 
will be effective April 30, 2017. For current members, the discount 
represents a savings of $5.00 for basic membership (normally 
$50.00). New members will save an additional $10.00 off new 
membership dues (normally $60) because AAA is waiving the $10 
enrollment fee. You must reside within the AAA East Central (club 215) service area. 
Click to view the application form, which has additional information. 
 
 
Click above to fill out form. 
 
 
 
Chrol to present ‘Reacting to the Past’ pedagogy Feb. 16 
 
Dr. E. Del Chrol, associate professor of humanities, will share his experiences using a Reacting 
To The Past (RTTP) pedagogy at 4 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 16, in Drinko Library, room 402. 
 
RTTP, adaptable to multiple disciplines, places students in simulations from critical moments in 
the history of ideas, ranging from Elizabethan theater, to the UN intervention in Rwanda, to the 
formation of India and Pakistan, to Impressionism, to women’s suffrage, to Confucianism vs. 
Taoism in the Ming Dynasty, to Rome just after Julius Caesar’s assassination, to Galileo’s trial. 
 
Students create textually informed arguments in speech and writing that have a real immediacy. 
Though the professor does grade and occasionally advise, the audience for the persuasive texts 
are the other students in the room in order to accomplish a specific goal that day. In this way, the 
synthetic setting provides an emotionally authentic, intense atmosphere that increases 
student engagement, develops problem solving and leadership skills, and demonstrates the 
contingency of history. 
 
Chrol says the RTTP pedagogy is the most fun he has ever had in a class! 
 
Vendor space available for MU’s Bridal and Special Event Expo 
Feb. 19 
 
Vendor space is still available for Marshall’s Bridal 
and Special Event Expo, which will take place 
Sunday, Feb. 19, from noon to 4 p.m. on the 
university’s Huntington campus. 
 
The deadline for vendors to register is Tuesday, Feb. 
14, with discounts available for those who offer a 
door prize valued at $500 or more, according to 
William “Tootie” Carter, business manager for the 
university’s Memorial Student Center. 
 
“We are offering reduced prices for vendors who 
don’t want to miss the opportunity to promote their business to hundreds of residents in the Tri-
state,” Carter said. “Marshall University is known throughout the state for many great things, but 
we really are one of the area’s best kept secrets when it comes to our facilities and what they can 
offer to our community. We have newly renovated rooms that would be perfect for a small party 
or even a large wedding.” 
 
Carter said the Bridal and Special Event Expo will host a Groom’s Room with free food and 
entertainment, including pingpong and pool tables. A fashion show presented by Lara’s Bridal 
will showcase the latest in wedding gowns and accessories. Sodexo Catering will provide free 
food samples through the event. 
 
The expo will be held throughout the Memorial Student Center with vendors from across the Tri-
State area in attendance, including A to Z Rentals, Spurlock’s Flowers, BRAVO-Live DJ and 
many more. Door prizes for the event include a four-day cruise to the Bahamas sponsored by 
Travel Doctors, gift certificates from local retailers and merchandise for your special event. 
 
Sponsors include the exclusive catering vendor, Sodexo Catering, and Kindred Communications. 
On-air promotions for the expo began Jan. 9 on Kindred’s WMGA, Hits 97.9. 
 
To learn more about Marshall University’s Bridal and Special Event Expo, visit their event page 
on Facebook at Marshall University Bridal & Special Event Expo or visit 
www.marshall.edu/bridalexpo for more information. 
 
To register as a vendor for the event, contact the university’s facilities scheduling manager, 
Casey Hall, at hall380@marshall.edu or call 304-696-2538. Attendees can buy tickets at the door 
the day of the event for $5. 
 
 
 
 
Disability Services to answer questions at session Tuesday, Feb. 
21 
 
The Office of Disability Services will sponsor a Q & A for students, faculty and staff from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 21, in the Memorial Student Center, room BE-5. In addition to 
Disabilities Service staff, representatives of the H.E.L.P. (Higher Education for Learning 
Problems) program and the College Program for Student with Autism Spectrum Disorder will 
also be present. 
 
Bring your lunch; we’ll provide light refreshments and drinks. This will be a very informal 
setting for anyone to attend and ask any questions he or she may have about any of the programs 
and the services these offices provide. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School of Medicine receives $1.3 million grant for health care in 
coal-impacted counties 
 
Richard D. Crespo, Ph.D., professor and longtime researcher 
in the department of family and community health at the 
Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, has 
received a $1.3 million federal grant to continue health care 
work in coal-impacted communities in West Virginia, 
Kentucky and Ohio. 
 
The Appalachian Regional Commission grant is directed 
towards high-risk diabetes patients and will fund establishing 
care coordination teams that include community health 
workers (CHWs) as part of the team. 
 
The grant will support more than two dozen CHWs who will work with patients in their homes 
and communities, equipping them with self-management skills to control their 
condition.  Partners in this grant are health insurance companies, with the long-term goal of 
providing reimbursement that sustains CHW employment. 
 
“This grant will enable us to do something that has not been done before in our region; that is 
establishing sustainable funding for people who work at the grassroots level,” Crespo said. 
 
For two decades, Crespo has directed diabetes translational programs across southern West 
Virginia and the Appalachian region through the Robert C. Byrd Center for Rural Health and the 
School of Medicine at Marshall. Working with onsite health care providers in the highly affected 
regions, Crespo has been successful in creating coalitions to implement evidence-based programs 
that support long-term changes. 
 
“Dr. Crespo understands the dynamics of health care in the underserved areas of our state,” said 
Stephen Petrany, M.D., chair of the department of family medicine. “This grant provides 
operational money to assist in the expansion of the programs already in place by training new 
workers to implement the existing successful strategies.” 
 
Crespo graduated with a bachelor’s degree from Wheaton College and completed his master’s 
and doctoral work at Michigan State University. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NovakTalks founder and CEO to visit Marshall during Hazing 
Prevention Week 
 
Kim Novak, a former fellow of the U.S. Department of Education’s 
Higher Education Center for Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse and 
Violence Prevention, will be on the Huntington campus Feb. 12-15 
during Marshall’s Hazing Prevention Week. 
 
Novak, founder and CEO of NovakTalks, will conduct leadership 
council meetings and risk management activities with Marshall’s 
student organizations and will meet with chapter advisers and 
leaders, as well as Student Affairs staff members. 
 
Novak is a nationally recognized expert in hazing prevention and harm reduction among 
collegiate student organizations. She has received numerous Interfraternal Council awards from 
organizations such as Kappa Alpha Order, Zeta Beta Tau and Pi Kappa Phi. Novak is a member 
of Delta Gamma Fraternity and also the director for health and safety for Pi Kappa Alpha. 
 
With NovakTalks, Novak works with diverse groups of students to create what her organization 
refers to as “communities of care.” NovakTalks is a nationally recognized organization that has 
provided consultation across the country at conferences and to universities, including Florida 
State University, the College of William and Mary and the Association of Fraternity and Sorority 
Advisors. 
 
————– 
 
Photo: Kim Novak, founder and CEO of NovakTalks, will provide Marshall students and staff 
with consultation during Hazing Prevention Week, Feb. 12-15. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall to host satellite location of climate engagement 
workshop Feb. 9 
 
Marshall’s geography department will host the satellite location of the Northeast Regional 
Climate Engagement Workshop for the 4th National Climate Assessment this week. The 
workshop will begin at 8:30 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 9, in room 402 of the Drinko Library on the 
Huntington campus. 
 
The purpose of the workshop is to gather input from stakeholders throughout the region to 
inform the chapters of 4th National Climate Assessment, including topics such as water 
resources, agriculture and natural resources; oceans; coastal issues; human health; and built 
environment and urban issues. 
 
Faculty members and other scientists who would like to attend at the Marshall location are asked 
to contact Dr. Kevin Law, associate professor of geography at Marshall and the West Virginia 
state climatologist, by e-mail at law14@marshall.edu. 
 
Snacks and beverages will be provided at the workshop, but lunch will NOT be provided. 
 
 
 
 
Knight recognized as January Resident of the Month 
 
Chad J. Knight, M.D., has been selected as the first 
Resident of the Month for 2017, announced Paulette S. 
Wehner, M.D., vice dean for graduate medical education at 
the Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of 
Medicine. 
 
Knight is completing his fifth and final year of the surgery 
residency. 
 
“It’s always a pleasure to recognize a resident who is 
dedicated to his or her calling,” Wehner said. “Dr. Knight is 
truly the epitome of the role that sheer determination and strong will play in the path to 
success.  We are proud of all that he has accomplished to be able to fulfill his lifelong dream and 
passion of becoming a surgeon in a rural community.” 
 
A native of Hazard, Kentucky, Knight earned his medical degree from the University of 
Kentucky School of Medicine and completed a bachelor’s degree at Transylvania University in 
Lexington, Kentucky. 
 
Farid Mozaffari, M.D., surgery residency program director, said Knight has done an outstanding 
job during his training. 
 
“Dr. Knight has done a wonderful job as a surgical resident in the four and a half years that he 
has been in our program,” Mozaffari said.   “This year, as the educational chief resident, he has 
significantly improved our lecture and conference schedules and been an integral part of the 
improvement that we have seen in surgical education.” 
Mozaffari went on to say that Knight “is well respected by his fellow residents, trusted by 
faculty, and loved by all his patients.  I’m very happy to see Chad recognized for his hard work 
and dedication to his chosen field of general surgery.” 
 
After completing the surgery residency in June, Knight will begin practice at the Appalachian 
Regional Healthcare (ARH) in Hazard, Kentucky.   As part of his recognition as the January 
Resident of the Month, Knight received items including a plaque and a designated parking spot. 
 
———– 
 
Photo: Chad J. Knight, M.D. (right) is the January 2017 Resident of the Month at the Marshall 
University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine.  He’s pictured here with Farid Mozaffari, M.D., 
the surgery residency program director. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Faculty Achievement: Dr. Victor Fet 
 
Dr Victor Fet (Department of Biological Sciences) published a new paper on scorpions of 
Crimea (Ukraine), Greece and Turkey, in Ecologica Montenegrina (http://biotaxa.org/em/). The 
article, in coauthorship with Greek and Italian zoologists, is titled “Redescription of Euscorpius 
tauricus (C. L. Koch, 1837), with the description of two new related species from Greece 
(Scorpiones: Euscorpiidae). Ecol. Mont., 7, 2017, 614-638.” 
 
The scorpion Euscorpius tauricus was previously known only from the Crimea Peninsula, 
Ukraine. An unexpected presence of this species is reported in the Cyclades Islands (Greece) and 
northwestern Anatolia (Turkey). In addition, two new species related to E. tauricus, are 
described from the Cyclades Islands in Greece: E. curcici sp. n., from Ios and Sikinos Islands, 
and E. amorgensis sp. n., from Amorgos Island. Identity and level of divergence of these taxa is 
confirmed by multiple DNA markers. 
 
 
 
3rd annual Huntington Sustainability Fair scheduled for May 20 
at Wild Ramp; participants, volunteers needed 
 
Marshall University will help host the 3rd Annual Huntington Sustainability Fair from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Saturday, May 20, in Huntington’s Central City at The Wild Ramp and the Charles 
Holley Gazebo. This event is free and open to the public. 
 
The Huntington Sustainability Fair project is a cooperative effort by Marshall University 
Sustainability Department, the Wild Ramp, Goodwill Industries of KYOWVA Area, the City of 
Huntington, the Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, the Old Central City Association, Tour 
DePATH and many more, according to Eve Marcum-Atkinson, interim director of the 
university’s Sustainability Department. 
 
“We encourage everyone to come learn, listen to live local music, and have fun. There will be a 
wide variety of participating organizations and groups offering workshops, hands-on 
demonstrations, and exhibits on sustainable issues,” Marcum-Atkinson said. “There will also be 
live music, artisans and family-friendly activities.” 
 
Area crafters, artisans, farmers and growers, organizations, businesses and more are invited to 
participate in this event. The cost to set up a booth is $20, which will go toward expenses for 
next year’s event. 
 
To participate in the Huntington Sustainability Fair or if interested in volunteering, please visit 
www.HuntingtonSustainabilityFair.com. To make a tax deductible donation, please mail your 
check or money order to the Marshall University Sustainability Department, 1 John Marshall 
Drive, Huntington WV 25755. Proceeds go to help fund Huntington’s annual Sustainability Fair. 
 
The event is also on Facebook at www.facebook.com/HuntingtonSustainabilityFair. 
 
 
 
The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Feb. 15, 2017. Please send items 
for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Feb. 13. 
 
 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
http://www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/February-8-2017. 
 
 
 
 
